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Who are we?

Nationally active and based in southern California, the Institute uses presentations, consultations, trainings, 
workshops, and publications to help focus the energy of people who want to do something to make our society 
more honest, fair, caring, and accountable. Since 1987 the Institute has conducted programs for more than 
100,000 leaders — in government and the armed forces, in business and journalism, in law and law enforcement, 
and in education and the nonprofit community. The nationwide CHARACTER COUNTS! youth ethics initiative is 
a project of the Institute.

Our founder Michael Josephson is a former law professor and businessman who founded the Institute in the 
name of his parents and serves as its president on a volunteer basis. Often featured in the news media, Mr. 
Josephson has become one of the nation’s most sought-after ethicists.  He serves as Institute president without 
salary.  The Institute is overseen by a volunteer, independent Board of Governors.

Whose values?

The Institute holds that ethical obligations are based on common ethical values applicable and knowable to all, 
regardless of gender, race, age, politics, or religion. These values, called the Six Pillars of Character, are 
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship.  They are the foundation of all of our 
programs.

What services are offered?

Presentations and keynote addresses
National certified Character Development Seminars
Ethics in the Workplace Seminars
Workshops and community forums
Customized on-site training
Ethics audits and consulting
Standards/codes of conduct
Media commentary
Pursuing Victory With Honor Sportsmanship Seminars
Publications, videos, and communications

Where can I find more information?

Our websites are a great source of information on all our programs and services. Go to the Josephson Institute 
site for more information on business services.  Go to CHARACTER COUNTS! for more information on youth 
programs.  Both sites link to each other.
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Josephson Institute
Working to create a world where decisions and behavior are guided by ethics.


