
 New members pay a one-time $100 initiation fee plus the regular 
fee of $50 per month (paid semi-annually or annually).

Enclosed is payment for:

         6 months - $400 (initiation fee plus $300 for 6 months)
                 
         12 months* - $650 (initiation fee plus $550 for one year)

*Get one month free when making an annual payment.

Special dues apply to organizations with multiple facilities.  
Call (800) 711-2670 for more information.

Organizations not accepted receive a full refund.

Applicant’s Information

I have read the CHARACTER COUNTS! Gold Medal Standards Pledge for Children’s Activity Centers and I agree to govern my personal conduct 
and organizational policies and programs by those Standards. I agree that, if my organization receives certification as a Gold Medal Children’s 
Activity Center, I will comply with all rules and policies associated with certification (including terms of payment) and remove all references to 
certified status if instructed to do so by the Josephson Institute of Ethics. To the best of my knowledge, no owner or employee of this organization 
has been charged, arrested or convicted of any offense involving sexual misconduct, drugs, intoxication, fraud or theft. (If you cannot attest to 
the above statement please attach a brief explanation to provide assurances that the safety and well-being of children are in no way jeopardized 
or compromised by the presence of an adult who involves in such offenses).

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature (required)			                                                  Printed Name                                                          Date

Please read and complete for your application to be considered

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  Name                          				        	     Title	                                                               

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
  Organization name 									         Years in Business

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  Address

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  City			                                                                  			    State	                                                     ZIP

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  Phone			                                                                        Fax

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  E-Mail                     			                                       Website

CHARACTER COUNTS!
Gold Medal Children’s Activity Centersm

Application

Center Purpose (please check all that apply)

Artistic Gymnastics (Girls)
  
Artistic Gymnastics (Boys)
 
Rhythmic Gymnastics

Billing Information

Please mail or fax this completed application with your check or credit card authorization to: 
Josephson Institute of Ethics 
9841 Airport Blvd., Suite 300  

Los Angeles, CA 90045
(800) 711-2670 • (310) 846-4858, fax 

Forms also available at www.charactercounts.org/gmcac

_______________________________________________________
  Card Number

_______________________________________________________
  Expiration	         Security Code 	                Billing Zip Code

_______________________________________________________
  Signature (required)		                          Date

CHECK 	(Make payable to Josephson Institute.) 	

MASTERCARD

AMERICAN EXPRESS

VISA

DISCOVER

Tumbling and Trampoline

Cheer

Dance

Martial Arts

Parties

Mobile Programs

     Other: ___________________



1.	 Children First. We pledge to put the well-being of children first in the design and 
administration of our programs and to continually strive to promote the physical, social, 
emotional, intellectual and moral development of each youngster.

2.	 Mission and Policies. We pledge to articulate and make available a clear statement of 
our mission, objectives and values and strive to assure that all staff members consistently 
live up to our values and pursue our mission. 

3.	 Integrity and Respect. We pledge to pursue our mission and conduct our business with 
scrupulous integrity and to treat — and require others to treat — all children, customers and 
staff with respect.

4.	 A Safe Environment. We pledge to be vigilant about creating an environment that reduces 
risk of injury and is free of physical, emotional or verbal abuse. We will regularly inspect 
and maintain our facilities and equipment and we will ensure that at least one adult certified 
in first aid and safety is always available to children.

5.	 Health. We pledge to promote physical fitness, encourage healthy eating habits, provide 
an accepting environment for children of all body types and levels of ability and discourage 
the use of unhealthy substances.

6.	 Fun. We pledge to provide activities that are fun and engaging. 

7.	 Character Development. We pledge to employ the CHARACTER COUNTS! T.E.A.M. 
strategy of Teaching, Enforcing, Advocating and Modeling good character and life skills. 
We will encourage positive qualities such as discipline, diligence and goal-setting as well 
as the Six Pillars of Character: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and 
good citizenship. 

8.	 Improvement and Personal Best. We pledge to teach youngsters sportsmanship, 
including how to pursue victory with honor and to achieve personal excellence. But we 
will emphasize effort and improvement and promote pride and gratification in the concept 
of “personal best” in both recreational and competitive programs.

9.	 Character and Competence. We pledge to put the highest priority on selecting and 
training staff to provide children with coaches, counselors and other staff of outstanding 
competence and character.

10.	 Continuing Education. We pledge to provide continuing educational opportunities to 
coaches and other staff to help them stay knowledgeable and proficient in the activities they 
teach, in basic safety and first aid procedures and in character-building strategies.

11.	 Positive Coaching. We pledge to require positive coaching and motivational techniques 
that promote enjoyment and build self-confidence.

12.	 Encouraging Parental Participation. We pledge to encourage parents to play a 
constructive role in their children’s activities. We will educate parents about our philosophy, 
objectives, methods and priorities to assure that their expectations of our programs and their 
children are appropriate and realistic. 

13.	 Parent Information. We pledge to provide parents with clear, complete and timely 
information concerning schedules, fees, team selection and other policies.

14.	 Upholding Our Values. We pledge to continually monitor the attitude and conduct of 
coaches, parents and children and to demand civility, respect and responsible behavior. 
We will separate from our programs those who undermine the positive character-building 
environment we seek to establish.

15.	 Continual Improvement. We pledge to systematically elicit feedback from parents, 
participants and staff to assess how well we are achieving our mission and objectives. We 
will use this feedback to continually improve our programs.

This pledge is derived from the Gold Medal Standards for Youth Sports. 
Designation as a CHARACTER COUNTS! Gold Medal Children’s Activity 

Center is reviewed annually by the Josephson Institute of Ethics.

“CHARACTER COUNTS,” the “Six Pillars of Character,” “Pursuing Victory With Honor” and “Gold Medal Children’s Activity Centers” are service marks of the Josephson Institute. © 2006 Josephson Institute.

Leadership Council
Frank Sahlein (chairperson)
Wings Center, Idaho 

Deb DeLancey
Gymnastics Divine, Illinois 

Louise Hyland
Scats Diamond Elite Gymnastics, California 

Anne Josephson
Josephson Academy of Gymnastics, California 

David Klein
Metro Gymnastics Center, Oregon 

Ron Ludwig
Twisters Gym, California 

Debbie Madiou
Twister Gymnastics, Parties & Cheer, Florida 

Laura Mikszan
World of Kids, Georgia 

J. Orkowski
Gymfinity Gymnastics, Wisconsin 

Don Spencer
Go For It USA, Nevada

Charter Member Organizations
•   ��Broadway Gymnastics
    Ovieda, Florida

•   ��Go For It USA
    Las Vegas, Nevada

•   ��Gymfinity Gymnastics
    Fitchburg, Wisconsin

•   ��Gymnastics Divine
    Dixon, Illinois

•   ��Horizon Complex
    Jenison, Michigan 

•   ��Josephson Academy of Gymnastics
    Los Angeles, California

•   ��Metro Gymnastics Center
    Tigard, Oregon

•   ��Oregon Gymnastics Academy
    Beaverton, Oregon

•   ��Scats Diamond Elite Gymnastics
    Chino, California

•   ��Triad Gymnastics
    Ankeny, Iowa

•   ��Twister Gymnastics, Parties & Cheer
    Boca Raton, Florida

•   ��Twisters Gym
    Mountain View, California

•   ��Wings Center
    Boise, Idaho

•   ��World of Kids
    Woodstock, Georgia

The Gold Medal Pledge


